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a subvention if, as in the above two cases, its finances are
not self-supporting and the strain on the Central Ex-
chequer would thus become intolerable.

Enlarged Franchise and Legislatures,

. According to the Lothian Committee's own estimate,
the approximate cost to provincial governments of a
general election would be in the neighbourhood of Rs. 50
to 60 lakhs. The cost under the present system on the elec-
tions of 1929-30 was Rs. 12^ lakhs; or, in other words, the
increase in provincial expenditure will be about Rs. 40
lakhs.

The above figure is exclusive of the cost of elections to
the Federal Legislature. The Lothian Committee estimate
that this would come to approximately Rs. 16 lakhs. The
present elections cost Rs. 2 lakhs.

The total cost, therefore, of a general election for the
whole of British India would amount roughly to Rs. 66 lakhs;
or, about Rs. 20 lakhs per annum, if the Federal Legislature
continued for the full five years' term, and every provincial
legislature completed the full three years' term. If, how-
ever, elections are frequent, as some persons anticipate, the
cost will naturally be greater. In the above estimate no
account is taken of the increase in governmental expendi-
ture due to the enlargement of the legislatures themselves.
Such an estimate must be largely conjectural, but there
can be no doubt that if the number of members is nearly
doubled, the cost on the present basis (i.e. if the sessions
do not last longer and more accommodation and staff are
not required) will be proportionately increased. The pre-
sent Central Legislature costs Rs. 6,70,000 a year, and the
Provincial Legislatures cost about Rs. 13,06,000; or al-
together about Rs. 20 lakhs per annum. With double the
number of members, the expenditure under the new